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ygTeT

g5 3RS §o¥ S 2026 & HAW W SR sl & 3HTEN, GDCH
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World Oral Health Day (20 March): Gujarat’s GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as
a ‘Shield’ against Oral Cancer; Preventive Care is saving thousands of lives

¢ 3,023 pre-cancer cases detected through 12,915 screenings in 2025, enabling
timely intervention and saving thousands from cancer

e Mission-mode campaign across 33 districts by 282 dentists, strengthening
statewide screening and awareness network

e Over 2.24 lakh patients availed dental OPD services at GDCH Ahmedabad in
2025

e Mobile dental teams and 45 special dental outreach camps take oral health
screening services to 4,980+ beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant
women, and special children

Gandhinagar, March 19: The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH),
Ahmedabad has emerged as a leading center for oral healthcare and oral cancer
prevention, not only in Gujarat but also for neighbouring states. Under the
visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the institution has built
a strong shield against the life-threatening disease of oral cancer.

This is a direct outcome of the Gujarat Government’s preventive healthcare
policy, which focuses on early detection of diseases at the pre-malignant stage.
The approach is not only saving lives but also significantly reducing the burden
on the healthcare system.

3,023 Pre-Cancer Cases Identified in 2025 through GDCH’s Focused Initiatives

According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day 2026,
GDCH Ahmedabad identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in
2025, compared to 2,617 cases in 2024, marking a significant increase. Early
detection of these conditions has helped protect thousands of families from the
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fear of cancer while also reducing the surgical burden on cancer treatment
institutions across the state.

Screening & Awareness: Mission-Mode Campaign Across 33 Districts with 282
Dentists

Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health
Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH Ahmedabad conducted an extensive
campaign during ‘World Oral Health Month’ (March 20 to April 20, 2025). A total
of 12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts by a team of 282 dentists.

During the campaign, 265 health talks were conducted, 2 walkathons were
organized, and tobacco cessation pledges were administered at 94 locations.
Additionally, ASHA workers were trained to strengthen grassroots-level oral
health monitoring, enabling early identification of potential cancer cases.

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH’s OPD services have also reflected a
growing awareness among the public towards oral health. From January to
December 2025, over 2,24,130+ patients availed dental OPD services. This
upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January and 17,564 in
February seeking treatment, indicating increased awareness and proactive
health-seeking behavior among citizens.

GDCH’s Qutreach Initiative: Advanced Care Reaching from Schools to Prisons

Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad has gone beyond
its routine clinical responsibilities to deliver commendable healthcare services
to underserved and remote sections of society. Under this initiative, oral health
screening services were successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries,
including prison inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and special children,

through mobile dental teams and 45 special dental camps.
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The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable groups
including prison inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while also
prioritizing children with disabilities through school-based dental camps. To
safeguard children’s oral health, modern preventive treatments such as pit and
fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school premises,
enabling early prevention of dental diseases and other oral health issues.

All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH
Ahmedabad’s emergence as a national role model in oral healthcare.

X-X-X
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In 2025, over 3k
pre-cancer
cases identified

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: On the eve
of World Oral Health Day,
observed on March 20, the
state govt said that Ahmed-
abad-based Government
Dental College and Hospi-
tal (GDCH) identified 3,023
pre-cancer cases in 2025du-
ring its screening pro-
gramme.

An official statement
said that the hospital was
abletodetectahigher num-
ber of pre-cancer cases in
2025 as compared to 2,617
cases in 2024. Early detec-

WORLD ORAL
HEALTH DAY

tion of this disease has fre-
ed thousands of families
from the fear of cancer and
reduced the surgical bur-
denonthestate'scancer in-
stitutions, the statement
added.

GDCH launched a cam-
paign during ‘World Oral
Health Month’ (March 20 to
April 20, 2025), during
which 282 dentists scree-
ned 12,915 people across 33
districts. The campaign in-
cluded 265 health talks and
two walkathons, and anti-
tobacco pledges were taken
at 94 locations, the state-
ment added.

GDCH’s regular OPD
service statistics show in-
creased awareness about
oral health among people.
From Jan to Dec 2025,
2,24,130 patients availed
dental OPD services.

In Jan 17,788 patients
and 17,564 in Feb this year
were treated, the statement
said.
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Gujarat's GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as a 'shield' against oral cancer

Ihinagar (Gujarat) [India], March 19 (ANI): The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading centre for oral healthcare and oral
cancer prevention, not only in rat but also for neighbouring states.
Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the institution has built a strong shield against the life-threatening disease of oral cancer.
According to a press release, this is a direct outcome of the at Government's preventive healthcare policy, which focuses on early detection of diseases at the pre-
malignant stage. The approach is not only saving lives but also significantly reducing the burden on the healthcare system.
According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day 2026, GDCH Ahmedabad identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared to
2,617 cases in 2024, marking a significant increase. Early detection of these conditions has helped protect thousands of families from the fear of cancer while also reducing the
surgical burden on cancer treatment institutions across the state, said the release.
Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH Ahmedabad conducted an extensive campaign during
'World Oral Health Month' (March 20 to April 20, 2025). A total of 12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts by a team of 282 dentists.
As per the release, during the campaign, 265 health talks were conducted, 2 walkathons were organised, and tobacco cessation pledges were administered at 94 locations.
Additionally, ASHA workers were trained to strengthen grassroots-level oral health monitoring, enabling early identification of potential cancer cases.
In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected a growing awareness among the public towards oral health. From January to December 2025, over
2,24,130+ patients availed dental OPD services. This upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January and 17,564 in February seeking treatment, indicating
increased awareness and proactive health-seeking behavior among citizens.
As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine clinical responsibilities to deliver commendable healthcare services to underserved and remote sections of
society. Under this initiative, oral health screening services were successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and
special children, through mobile dental teams and 45 special dental camps.
The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable groups including prison inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while also prioritizing children
with disabilities through school-based dental camps, said the release.
To safeguard children's oral health, modern preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school premises, enabling
early prevention of dental diseases and other oral health issues.
All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH Ahmedabad's emergence as a national role model in oral healthcare. (ANI)

Link: https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/gujarats-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-
as-a-shield-against-oral-cancer20260319145008/?amp=1
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Gujarat Expands Oral Cancer Screenings, Over 3,000 Pre-
Cancer Cases Detected In 2025

A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the identification of more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the
rise to earlier detection and wider outreach rather than an increase in disease incidence.

——

A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the identification of more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the rise to
earlier detection and wider outreach rather than an increase in disease incidence.Data released ahead of World Oral Health Day on March 20 shows that Government Dental
College and Hospital identified 3,023 cases of pre-malignant diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared with 2,617 cases in 2024. The cases were detected through 12,915

screenings conducted during a statewide campaign held between March 20 and April 20 last year under the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP).

Officials said the programme, carried out in a “mission mode” across 33 districts by 282 dentists, focussed on early-stage detection of oral cancer, enabling timely

intervention.

“As a result of the state government's preventive healthcare policy, significant success is being achieved in identifying cancer at its earliest stage. This effort is not only saving

lives but also reducing the burden on the healthcare system,” an official statement said.
The campaign also included 265 health awareness sessions, two walkathons and tobacco cessation pledges administered at 94 locations.

ASHA workers were provided specialised training to strengthen monitoring and early identification of oral health conditions at the grassroots level.

The institution, operating under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, reported that more than 2,24,130 patients accessed dental outpatient department (OPD)

services between January and December 2025.

The upward trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788 patients treated in January and 17,564 in February.
Officials said the figures indicate increasing public awareness and timely utilisation of oral healthcare services.
Alongside hospital-based care, outreach efforts were extended to underserved and vulnerable populations.

Through mobile dental units and 45 special outreach camps, oral health check-ups were conducted for more than 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant

women, elderly persons and children with disabilities.

Officials said the outreach initiative ensured that sensitive groups received targeted screening and treatment, while school-based camps prioritised care for children,

particularly those with disabilities.
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Preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school premises to reduce the risk of dental disease and related

complications.

“The efforts and achievements of GDCH Ahmedabad demonstrate that the institution is rapidly emerging as a role model in the field of oral healthcare in the country,” the

statement added.

Link: https://www.ndtv.com/health/gujarat-expands-oral-cancer-screening-over-3-000-pre-
cancer-cases-detected-in-2025-11238275/amp/1
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In 2025, over 3k pre-cancer cases identified

Gandhinagar: On the eve of World Oral
Health Day, observed on March 20, the
state govt said that Ahmedabad-based
CHOOLS L Government Dental College and Hospital
COLLEGES LERREE S (GDCH) identified 3,023 pre-cancer cases
— ECONOMY ENVIRONME

in 2025 during its screening programme.

An official statement said that the hospital
was able to detect a higher number of pre-cancer cases in 2025 as compared to 2,617
cases in 2024. Early detection of this disease has freed thousands of families from the
fear of cancer and reduced the surgical burden on the state’s cancer institutions, the

statement added.

GDCH launched a campaign during ‘World Oral Health Month’ (March 20 to April 20, 2025),
during which 282 dentists screened 12,915 people across 33 districts.

The campaign included 265 health talks and two walkathons, and anti-tobacco pledges

were taken at 94 locations, the statement added.

GDCH's regular OPD service statistics show increased awareness about oral health among

people. From Jan to Dec 2025, 2,24,130 patients availed dental OPD services.

In Jan 17,788 patients and 17,564 in Feb this year were treated, the statement said.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/in-2025-over-3k-pre-cancer-cases-
identified/articleshow/129686119.cms
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Gujarat's GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as a 'shield' against
oral cancer

Gandhinagar (Gujarat) [India], March 19 : The Government Dental College and Hospital
(GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading ...
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Gandhinagar (Gujarat) [India], March 19 : The Government Dental College and
Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading centre for oral healthcare
and oral cancer prevention, not only in Gujarat but also for neighbouring states.

Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the institution
has built a strong shield against the life-threatening disease of oral cancer.
According to a press release, this is a direct outcome of the Gujarat Government's
preventive healthcare policy, which focuses on early detection of diseases at the
pre-malignant stage. The approach is not only saving lives but also significantly
reducing the burden on the healthcare system.
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According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day 2026, GDCH
Ahmedabad identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in 2025,
compared to 2,617 cases in 2024, marking a significant increase. Early detection of
these conditions has helped protect thousands of families from the fear of cancer
while also reducing the surgical burden on cancer treatment institutions across the
state, said the release.

Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health
Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH Ahmedabad conducted an extensive
campaign during 'World Oral Health Month' (March 20 to April 20, 2025). A total of
12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts by a team of 282 dentists.

As per the release, during the campaign, 265 health talks were conducted, 2
walkathons were organised, and tobacco cessation pledges were administered at
94 |ocations. Additionally, ASHA workers were trained to strengthen grassroots-
level oral health monitoring, enabling early identification of potential cancer cases.

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected a
growing awareness among the public towards oral health. From January to
December 2025, over 2,24,130+ patients availed dental OPD services. This
upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January and 17,564 in
February seeking treatment, indicating increased awareness and proactive health-
seeking behavior among citizens.

As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine clinical
responsibilities to deliver commendable healthcare services to underserved and
remote sections of society. Under this initiative, oral health screening services were
successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates,
pregnant women, the elderly, and special children, through mobile dental teams
and 45 special dental camps.

The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable groups
including prison inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while also prioritizing
children with disabilities through school-based dental camps, said the release.

To safeguard children's oral health, modern preventive treatments such as pit and
fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school premises,
enabling early prevention of dental diseases and other oral health issues.
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All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH
Ahmedabad's emergence as a national role model in oral healthcare.

Link: https://www.lokmattimes.com/national/gujarats-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-as-a-shield-

against-oral-cancer/
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GDCH Ahmedabad leads in oral cancer prevention with early
detection

GDCH Ahmedabad is a leading centre for oral cancer prevention, aligning with Gujarat's preventive
healthcare policy. It detected over 3,000 pre-malignant cases in 2025 and screened 12,915 individuals

during a massive awareness campaign.

The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a
leading centre for oral healthcare and oraf cancer prevention, not only in Gujarat but
also for neighbouring states. Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, the institution has built a strong shield against the life-threatening
disease of oral cancer.

A Proactive Approach to Oral Cancer Prevention

According toa ‘dpresi,r%etase, thisis a dlireé:t outcome (g‘_ the Gujarat Government's Qreventivlei
healthcare policy, which focuses on early detection of diseases‘at the pre-malignant stage. The
approach is n(g,on1¥ sgvm% lfves but also significantl; I‘edlll 1n% at_;lhe bﬁrden o1l the healthcare
system. Accordin 0d gta eleased gn the occasion of World Ofal Health D% 2026, GDCH

medabad iden 1E,e ,023 cases of,Pre-Mah%naﬁnt(Plsea,ses (FI\({DS) in 2(?, coglg)afleil to 2,617
cases in 2024, marking a significant increase, Early detection of thesé conditions has helped
grotect thousands of families from the fear of cangellz1 whlfe also reducing the surgical burden on

ancer treatment institutions across the state, said the release.

Extensive Public Outreach and Awareness Campaigns
nder the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health Programme
NOI-LP team and GDCH Ahmedabad co%xducted ai'n t@xtenisgve ampaign durlng "World Oral
[ealt onth' (%/Iarc 20 to April 20, 2025). A total of 12,915 individuals were screened across 33
districts }?Iy a teaﬁ? of 282 dentists. As sp«(eir the relgase, durm%_ the (iagl aign, 265 (}walt_h talks were
conducted, 2 walkathons were organised, and tobacco cessation pledges were administered at 94
locations. Additionally, ﬁSH workers we%:e trained to stren§then grassroots-level oral health
monitoring, enabling ‘early identification of potential cancer Cases.

Growing Public Awareness and Proactive Health-Seeking

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected a growing awareness
amofl%toklle %ﬁbhc towards oral health. From J aguarr}l to December 2029, gver 2,24,130+ patients
availed dental OPD services, This upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January
and _17,5%4 in E‘ebruar% seek.ln%trea ment, indicating increased awareness and proactive health-
seeking behavior among citizens.
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Healthcare for Underserved and Vulnerable Communities

As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine clinical resPonsibilities to .
deliver commendable healthcare services to tnderseérved and remote sections of society. Under this
initiative, oral health screening services were successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries,
including prison inmates aliregnant women, the elderly, and special children, through mobile dental
teams and 45 special dental camps.

The initiative ensured dedicated scregning and treatment for yuln(ﬂ’_;ﬁle rougs including prison
inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while also prioritizing childrent with disabilities through
_school-based dental camps, said the release. s

Prioritizing Children's Oral Health

To ds%fegu rd children's oral health mo&lern preventive treatments %(ih as pit and fissure se?lants
and flugride varnish were administered within school premises, enabling early prevention o

dental diseases and other oral health issues.

All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH Ahmedabad's
emergence as a national role model in oral healthcare. (ANI)

Link: https://newsable.asianetnews.com/amp/india/gdch-ahmedabad-leads-in-oral-cancer-
prevention-with-early-detection-articleshow-gqyp54w
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Gujarat Detects Over 3,000 Pre Cancer Oral Cancer Cases in 2025

Screening Drive

Gujarat has identified more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral cancer cases in 2025 through an expanded

statewide screening programme, according to health officials.

The initiative, carried out across government hospitals, health centres, and mobile camps, focuses on early

detection among high-risk groups, particularly tobacco users. Most of the cases detected were in the early

stages, allowing for timely treatment and counselling.

Health authorities said the drive highlights the importance of preventive healthcare and increased awareness

of oral cancer symptoms such as persistent mouth sores, unusual patches, and difficulty in chewing.

Officials added that outreach efforts in rural and semi-urban areas have helped improve early diagnosis and

reduce the risk of late-stage complications.

Link: https://businessnewsweek.in/health/gujarat-detects-over-3000-pre-cancer-oral-cancer-

cases-in-2025-screening-drive/
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GDCH Ahmedabad Sets Benchmark in Oral
Cancer Prevention and Care

Under Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel's guidance, GDCH Ahmedabad excels in oral cancer
prevention through proactive campaigns and initiatives, setting a precedent for neighboring
states. With extensive screenings and grassroots collaborations, the institution focuses on early

detection, significantly reducing healthcare burdens and supporting vulnerable population

segments.
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he Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH) in Ahmedabad is rapidly
becoming a regional leader in oral cancer prevention and care. Guided by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel's vision, it implements successful strategies that not only
benefit Gujarat but also its neighboring states.

According to a press release, the Gujarat Government's preventive healthcare policy is pivotal in
this achievement. The policy prioritizes early detection of pre-malignant diseases, which has led
to arise in early interventions. In 2025, GDCH Ahmedabad identified 3,023 such cases, a
notable increase from 2024. This proactive approach alleviates fear among families and reduces
the workload on cancer treatment facilities statewide.
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The National Oral Health Programme (NOHP), directed by Patel, and GDCH Ahmedabad
spearheaded a month-long campaign during 'World Oral Health Month' in 2025. Screening over
12,915 individuals across 33 districts, their efforts included health talks, walkathons, and
tobacco cessation drives. These initiatives were bolstered by specialized training for ASHA
workers, ensuring vigilant grassroots monitoring.

Link: https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/3843149-gdch-ahmedabad-sets-
benchmark-in-oral-cancer-prevention-and-care
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GDCH Ahmedabad leads oral cancer

prevention in Gujarat and neighbouring
states
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The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has

become a prominent centre for oral healthcare and oral cancer prevention in

Gujarat and neighbouring states under the leadership of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel.

According to a press release, this development is a direct result of the Gujarat
Government’s preventive healthcare policy, which emphasises early detection of

diseases at the pre-malignant stage. This strategy not only saves lives but also reduces
the burden on the healthcare system.
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Data released on World Oral Health Day 2026 shows that GDCH Ahmedabad
identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared to 2,617
cases in 2024, representing a significant increase. Early detection has helped protect
thousands of families from the fear of cancer and has reduced the surgical workload

for cancer treatment facilities across the state, according to the release.

During ‘World Oral Health Month’ from March 20 to April 20, 2025, the National
Oral Health Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH Ahmedabad, under Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel’s guidance, conducted a wide-ranging campaign. A total of 12,915
individuals were screened across 33 districts by 282 dentists. The campaign included
265 health talks, two walkathons, and tobacco cessation pledges at 94 locations.
Additionally, ASHA workers received training to enhance oral health monitoring at

the grassroots level, enabling early identification of potential cancer cases.

GDCH’s outpatient department services have also reflected increased public
awareness of oral health. Between January and December 2025, over 224,130
patients utilised dental services. This trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788
patients in January and 17,564 in February seeking treatment, indicating growing

awareness and proactive health-seeking behaviour among the public.

The institution has extended services beyond routine clinical roles to provide care to
underserved and remote communities. Oral health screening was provided to more
than 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and
children with disabilities, through mobile dental teams and 45 specialised camps.
These initiatives also featured modern preventive treatments such as pit and fissure
sealants and fluoride varnish administered at schools to safeguard children’s oral

health by preventing dental diseases.
These sustained efforts, highlighted on World Oral Health Day, position GDCH

Ahmedabad as a national role model in oral healthcare.

Link: https://thenewsmill.com/2026/03/gdch-ahmedabad-leads-oral-cancer-prevention-in-
gujarat-and-neighbouring-states/
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Gujarat expands oral cancer
screening, over 3,000 pre-cancer
cases detected in 2025

Gujarat's Preventive Screening Leads to Early Identification of Over 3,000 Pre-Cancerous Oral Conditions
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Ahmedabad, March 19 (IANS) A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the
identification of more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the rise to earlier
detection and wider outreach rather than an increase in disease incidence.

Data released ahead of World Oral Health Day on March 20 shows that Government Dental College and
Hospital identified 3,023 cases of pre-malignant diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared with 2,617 cases in 2024.

The cases were detected through 12,915 screenings conducted during a statewide campaign held between
March 20 and April 20 last year under the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP).

Officials said the programme, carried out in a “mission mode” across 33 districts by 282 dentists, focussed on
early-stage detection of oral cancer, enabling timely intervention.

“As a result of the state government’s preventive healthcare policy, significant success is being achieved in
identifying cancer at its earliest stage. This effort is not only saving lives but also reducing the burden on the
healthcare system,” an official statement said.

The campaign also included 265 health awareness sessions, two walkathons and tobacco cessation pledges
administered at 94 locations.
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ASHA workers were provided specialised training to strengthen monitoring and early identification of oral
health conditions at the grassroots level.

The institution, operating under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, reported that more than
2,24,130 patients accessed dental outpatient department (oPD) services between January and December
2025.

The upward trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788 patients treated in January and 17,564 in February.

Officials said the figures indicate increasing public awareness and timely utilisation of oral healthcare
services.

Alongside hospital-based care, outreach efforts were extended to underserved and vulnerable populations.

Through mobile dental units and 45 special outreach camps, oral health check-ups were conducted for more
than 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, elderly persons and children with
disabilities.

Officials said the outreach initiative ensured that sensitive groups received targeted screening and treatment,
while school-based camps prioritised care for children, particularly those with disabilities.

Preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school
premises to reduce the risk of dental disease and related complications.

“The efforts and achievements of GDCH Ahmedabad demonstrate that the institution is rapidly emerging as a
role model in the field of oral healthcare in the country,” the statement added.

Link: https://www.thehawk.in/news/health/gujarat-expands-oral-cancer-screening-over-3000-

pre-cancer-cases-detected-in-2025
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Gujarat Detects 3,000+ Pre-Cancer Cases in
Major Oral Health Screening Drive

A year-long expansion of preventive oral cancer screening in Gujarat has identified
over 3,000 pre-cancerous conditions in 2025. The campaign, conducted across 33
districts, screened nearly 13,000 people and included extensive outreach to vulnerable
populations. Health officials credit the increase in detected cases to wider outreach
and earlier detection, not a rise in disease incidence. The program also provided dental
care to over 224,000 OPD patients and included school-based preventive treatments.

& Key Points: Gujarat Oral Cancer Screening: 3,000+ Pre-Cancer Cases Found

@ 3,023 pre-cancer cases detected in 2025
12,915 screenings in statewide campaign
Outreach to prisons, pregnant women & children

Over 224,000 dental OPD patients in 2025

(< JI < T < <

ASHA workers trained for early identification

Gujarat expands oral cancer screening, over 3,000 pre-
cancer cases detected in 2025

Gujarat's expanded oral health campaign screened 12,915 people, detecting over 3,000

pre-cancerous conditions. Learn about the state's preventive healthcare success.

"This effort is not only saving lives but also reducing the

burden on the healthcare system. - Official Statement”

A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the identification of
more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the rise to
earlier detection and wider outreach rather than an increase in disease incidence.
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Data released ahead of World Oral Health Day on March 20 shows that Government Dental College
and Hospital identified 3,023 cases of pre-malignant diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared with 2,617
cases in 2024.

The cases were detected through 12,915 screenings conducted during a statewide campaign held
between March 20 and April 20 last year under the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP).

Officials said the programme, carried out in a "mission mode" across 33 districts by 282 dentists,
focussed on early-stage detection of oral cancer, enabling timely intervention.

"As a result of the state government's preventive healthcare policy, significant success is being
achieved in identifying cancer at its earliest stage. This effort is not only saving lives but also
reducing the burden on the healthcare system," an official statement said.

The campaign also included 265 health awareness sessions, two walkathons and tobacco cessation

pledges administered at 94 locations.

ASHA workers were provided specialised training to strengthen monitoring and early identification of
oral health conditions at the grassroots level.

The institution, operating under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, reported that more
than 2,24,130 patients accessed dental outpatient department (OPD) services between January and
December 2025.

The upward trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788 patients treated in January and 17,564 in
February.

Officials said the figures indicate increasing public awareness and timely utilisation of oral
healthcare services.

Alongside hospital-based care, outreach efforts were extended to underserved and vulnerable
populations.

Through mobile dental units and 45 special outreach camps, oral health check-ups were conducted
for more than 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, elderly persons and
children with disabilities.

Officials said the outreach initiative ensured that sensitive groups received targeted screening and
treatment, while school-based camps prioritised care for children, particularly those with disabilities.

Preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within
school premises to reduce the risk of dental disease and related complications.

"The efforts and achievements of GDCH Ahmedabad demonstrate that the institution is rapidly

emerging as a role model in the field of oral healthcare in the country,’ the statement added.

Link: https://www.newkerala.com/news/a/gujarat-expands-oral-cancer-screening-over-3000-pre-
cancer-943.htm
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Gujarat's GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as a 'shield' against oral cancer

The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading centre for oral healthcare

and oral cancer prevention, not only in Gujarat but also for neighbouring states.

Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the institution has built a strong shield against the

life-threatening disease of oral cancer.

According to a press release, this is a direct outcome of the Gujarat Government's preventive healthcare policy, which
focuses on early detection of diseases at the pre-malignant stage. The approach is not only saving lives but also

significantly reducing the burden on the healthcare system.

According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day 2026, GDCH Ahmedabad identified 3,023 cases of
Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared to 2,617 cases in 2024, marking a significant increase. Early detection
of these conditions has helped protect thousands of families from the fear of cancer while also reducing the surgical

burden on cancer treatment institutions across the state, said the release.

Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH
Ahmedabad conducted an extensive campaign during ‘'World Oral Health Month' (March 20 to April 20, 2025). A total of

12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts by a team of 282 dentists.

As per the release, during the campaign, 265 health talks were conducted, 2 walkathons were organised, and tobacco
cessation pledges were administered at 94 locations. Additionally, ASHA workers were trained to strengthen grassroots-

level oral health monitoring, enabling early identification of potential cancer cases.

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected a growing awareness among the public towards
oral health. From January to December 2025, over 2,24,130+ patients availed dental OPD services. This upward trend
continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January and 17,564 in February seeking treatment, indicating increased

awareness and proactive health-seeking behavior among citizens.

As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine clinical responsibilities to deliver commendable
healthcare services to underserved and remote sections of society. Under this initiative, oral health screening services
were successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and

special children, through mobile dental teams and 45 special dental camps.

The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable groups including prison inmates, pregnant
women, and the elderly, while also prioritizing children with disabilities through school-based dental camps, said the
release.

To safeguard children's oral health, modern preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish

were administered within school premises, enabling early prevention of dental diseases and other oral health issues.

All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH Ahmedabad's emergence as a national

role model in oral healthcare. (ANI)

Link: https://news.webindial23.com/news/Articles/India/20260319/4429150.html
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Gujarat's GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as a 'shield' against oral
cancer
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Gandhinagar (Gujarat) [India], March 19 (ANI): The Government Dental College and Hospital (GDCH),

Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading centre for oral healthcare and oral cancer prevention, not only

in Gujarat but also for neighbouring states.

Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the institution has built a strong
shield against the life-threatening disease of oral cancer.

According to a press release, this is a direct outcome of the Gujarat Government's preventive
healthcare policy, which focuses on early detection of diseases at the pre-malignant stage. The
approach is not only saving lives but also significantly reducing the burden on the healthcare system.

According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day 2026, GDCH Ahmedabad
identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant Diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared to 2,617 cases in 2024,
marking a significant increase. Early detection of these conditions has helped protect thousands of
families from the fear of cancer while also reducing the surgical burden on cancer treatment
institutions across the state, said the release.
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Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP)
team and GDCH Ahmedabad conducted an extensive campaign during 'World Oral Health Month'
(March 20 to April 20, 2025). A total of 12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts by a team
of 282 dentists.

As per the release, during the campaign, 265 health talks were conducted, 2 walkathons were
organised, and tobacco cessation pledges were administered at 94 locations. Additionally, ASHA
workers were trained to strengthen grassroots-level oral health monitoring, enabling early
identification of potential cancer cases.

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected a growing awareness among
the public towards oral health. From January to December 2025, over 2,24,130+ patients availed
dental OPD services. This upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in January and
17,564 in February seeking treatment, indicating increased awareness and proactive health-seeking
behavior among citizens.

As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine clinical responsibilities to deliver
commendable healthcare services to underserved and remote sections of society. Under this initiative,
oral health screening services were successfully extended to over 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison
inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and special children, through mobile dental teams and 45

special dental camps.
L ¥ 2

The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable groups including prison
inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while also prioritizing children with disabilities through
school-based dental camps, said the release.

To safeguard children's oral health, modern preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and
fluoride varnish were administered within school premises, enabling early prevention of dental
diseases and other oral health issues.

All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm GDCH Ahmedabad's
emergence as a national role model in oral healthcare. (ANI)

Link: https://newswav.com/article/gujarat-s-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-as-a-shield-against-oral-
cancer-A2603_YyOzfX
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Gujarat's GDCH, Ahmedabad emerging as a
'shield’ against oral cancer

Gandhinagar (Gujarat) [India], March 19 (ANI): The Government Dental
College and Hospital (GDCH), Ahmedabad, has emerged as a leading
centre for oral healthcare and oral cancer prevention, not only in Gujarat
but also for neighbouring states.

Under the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the
institution has built a strong shield against the life-threatening disease of
oral cancer.
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According to a press release, this is a direct outcome of the Gujarat
Government's preventive healthcare policy, which focuses on early
detection of diseases at the pre-malignant stage. The approach is not
only saving lives but also significantly reducing the burden on the
healthcare system.

According to data released on the occasion of World Oral Health Day
2026, GDCH Ahmedabad identified 3,023 cases of Pre-Malignant
Diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared to 2,617 cases in 2024, marking a
significant increase. Early detection of these conditions has helped
protect thousands of families from the fear of cancer while also reducing
the surgical burden on cancer treatment institutions across the state,
said the release.

Under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, the National Oral
Health Programme (NOHP) team and GDCH Ahmedabad conducted an
extensive campaign during 'World Oral Health Month' (March 20 to April
20, 2025). A total of 12,915 individuals were screened across 33 districts
by a team of 282 dentists.

As per the release, during the campaign, 265 health talks were
conducted, 2 walkathons were organised, and tobacco cessation pledges
were administered at 94 locations. Additionally, ASHA workers were
trained to strengthen grassroots-level oral health monitoring, enabling
early identification of potential cancer cases.

In continuation of these efforts, GDCH's OPD services have also reflected
a growing awareness among the public towards oral health. From
January to December 2025, over 2,24,130+ patients availed dental OPD
services. This upward trend continues in 2026, with 17,788 patients in
January and 17,564 in February seeking treatment, indicating increased
awareness and proactive health-seeking behavior among citizens.

As per the release, GDCH, Ahmedabad has gone beyond its routine
clinical responsibilities to deliver commendable healthcare services to
underserved and remote sections of society. Under this initiative, oral
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health screening services were successfully extended to over 4,980
beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, the elderly, and
special children, through mobile dental teams and 45 special dental
camps.

The initiative ensured dedicated screening and treatment for vulnerable
groups including prison inmates, pregnant women, and the elderly, while
also prioritizing children with disabilities through school-based dental
camps, said the release.

To safeguard children's oral health, modern preventive treatments such
as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within

school premises, enabling early prevention of dental diseases and other
oral health issues.

All these sustained efforts, showcased on World Oral Health Day, reaffirm

GDCH Ahmedabad's emergence as a national role model in oral
healthcare. (ANI)

Link: https://www.indiasnews.net/news/278931564/gujarat-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-as-a-
hield-against-oral-cancer#
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Gujarat expands oral cancer screening, over 3,000 pre-

Ahmedabad, March 19 (IANS) A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the identification of more

than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the rise to earlier detection and wider outreach rather
than an increase in disease incidence.

Data released ahead of World Oral Health Day on March 20 shows that Government Dental College and Hospital identified
3,023 cases of pre-malignant diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared with 2,617 cases in 2024.

The cases were detected through 12,915 screenings conducted during a statewide campaign held between March 20 and April
20 last year under the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP).

Officials said the programme, carried out in a “mission mode” across 33 districts by 282 dentists, focussed on early-stage
detection of oral cancer, enabling timely intervention.

“As a result of the state government’s preventive healthcare policy, significant success is being achieved in identifying cancer
at its earliest stage. This effort is not only saving lives but also reducing the burden on the healthcare system,” an official
statement said.

The campaign also included 265 health awareness sessions, two walkathons and tobacco cessation pledges administered at
94 locations.

ASHA workers were provided specialised training to strengthen monitoring and early identification of oral health conditions at
the grassroots level.

The institution, operating under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, reported that more than 2,24,130 patients
accessed dental outpatient department (OPD) services between January and December 2025.

The upward trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788 patients treated in January and 17,564 in February.
Officials said the figures indicate increasing public awareness and timely utilisation of oral healthcare services.
Alongside hospital-based care, outreach efforts were extended to underserved and vulnerable populations.

Through mobile dental units and 45 special outreach camps, oral health check-ups were conducted for more than 4,980
beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, elderly persons and children with disabilities.
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Preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school premises to
reduce the risk of dental disease and related complications.

“The efforts and achievements of GDCH Ahmedabad demonstrate that the institution is rapidly emerging as a role model in
the field of oral healthcare in the country,” the statement added.

Link: https://www.indiatribune.com/public/gujarat-expands-oral-cancer-screening-over-3000-pre-
cancer-cases-detected-in-2025
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Gujarat Expands Oral Cancer Screening, Over 3,000 Pre-Cancer Cases
Detected In 2025

Ahmedabad, March 19 (IANS) A year-long expansion of preventive screening in Gujarat has led to the
identification of more than 3,000 pre-cancerous oral conditions, with health officials linking the rise to earlier
detection and wider outreach rather than an increase in disease incidence.

Data released ahead of World Oral Health Day on March 20 shows that Government Dental College and Hospital
identified 3,023 cases of pre-malignant diseases (PMDs) in 2025, compared with 2,617 cases in 2024.

The cases were detected through 12,915 screenings conducted during a statewide campaign held between March
20 and April 20 last year under the National Oral Health Programme (NOHP).

Officials said the programme, carried out in a “mission mode” across 33 districts by 282 dentists, focussed on
early-stage detection of oral cancer, enabling timely intervention.

“As a result of the state government’s preventive healthcare policy, significant success is being achieved in
identifying cancer at its earliest stage. This effort is not only saving lives but also reducing the burden on the
healthcare system,” an official statement said.

The campaign also included 265 health awareness sessions, two walkathons and tobacco cessation pledges
administered at 94 locations.

ASHA workers were provided specialised training to strengthen monitoring and early identification of oral health
conditions at the grassroots level.

The institution, operating under the guidance of Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, reported that more than
2,24,130 patients accessed dental outpatient department (OPD) services between January and December 2025.
The upward trend has continued in 2026, with 17,788 patients treated in January and 17,564 in February.
Officials said the figures indicate increasing public awareness and timely utilisation of oral healthcare services.

Alongside hospital-based care, outreach efforts were extended to underserved and vulnerable populations.

Through mobile dental units and 45 special outreach camps, oral health check-ups were conducted for more
than 4,980 beneficiaries, including prison inmates, pregnant women, elderly persons and children with
disabilities.

Officials said the outreach initiative ensured that sensitive groups received targeted screening and treatment,
while school-based camps prioritised care for children, particularly those with disabilities.

Preventive treatments such as pit and fissure sealants and fluoride varnish were administered within school
premises to reduce the risk of dental disease and related complications.

“The efforts and achievements of GDCH Ahmedabad demonstrate that the institution is rapidly emerging as a
role model in the field of oral healthcare in the country,” the statement added.

Link: https://tennews.in/gujarat-expands-oral-cancer-screening-over-3000-pre-cancer-cases-
detected-in-2025/
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Link: https://www.divyabhaskar.co.in/local/gujarat/ahmedabad/news/gujarat-282-dentists-224k-
patients-free-oral-cancer-treatment-137477449.html
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Link: https://www.gujaratsamachar.com/news/gujarat/ahmedabad-crime-update-5-accused-
brought-for-reconstruction-in-sarkhej-case-15168379689.html
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Link: https://www.jantaserishta.com/local/gujarat/gujarats-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-as-a-

shield-against-oral-cancer-4647678
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fiion | Web Edtion NAAKHYA

Client Name : Information Department, GoG == INDIA

TSRTd &1 GDCH, 31gHGTETG 3R heR o f&eT® e’ a9
SR &

STEHGTATG T TTA-HE Scd dierel U8 giftied (GDCH) T dhad orTd H, dfces gieh Isal & g oft ikt
BEUHIR 3R SR HHR hi AhAUTH T Teb T chg S IR & | J=AHA! 3Ug Ued & graefi Aga #, 39
TRIH 7 3R heR ST STHAIT SHRT & RIATh Teh ASTed GR& had daR fRaT 81 Teh U9 Reflet & 3R,
g ORI TXhR $i Fare @y Hifd e dear aRkomd 8, S Steiat s aar geedt @vor (-Afee @) 7
& T WR Hiad 81 Ig GEhIvT 7 had Tl bl ST T Y81 8, Sfceh TR TaT JUTlell U= USA aTt agt &b ot
I 8§ dh HH PR 38T 8l

A% 3Rl 2oy fdaw 2026 & JaER R SR fhY 7Y Sfichs! & AR, GDCH 3gHgmETg 7 2025 # W-Afeie
dtfat (PMDs) & 3,023 AT hl UgaT chl, STafch 2024 H Ig &1 2,617 ff; I8 oh Agaqul gieg &t
gtar g1 fRefter & argt ma & fob 31 AT ot groardt avor # €t uar ge= @ g9TRI URART 3t e & &R & Fa
# Heg et 8, 3R Ty & R UST H HER & FelTsT e dlet HRAMT 0 TSR a1 atst i & g3 2|

g s ucd & AnfeR #, AMe iRe ged WU (NOHP) &t & 3R GDCH 3igaaETs = 'fasy sika
g A18' (20 AT & 20 318, 2025) & IR Yo ATIH HATHIAH T 282 & RAfhcant di ga &9 3 33
et 7 Pt 12,915 ST bl AT I Refist & AR, 39 ¥ & SRM 265 WA Ardiy IS i T8,
2 Afeheii=T T SIS fabar T, SR 94 W R ddTg Bis &l A9 felts 7181 39 srarar, srfi @R o
3R ged hl TR St A5Ted B & foIg 312 (ASHA) rickatett st ufifera fohar mar, foas v &
GHTIAT AT <hl BTt Ugd AW gl Fehl|
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3 U} ol ST T@d g€, GDCH &t OPD darait # oft 37Ret 82l & ufd SHa1 # Sgdlt SeehdT 3@ &t fireft
g1 SHa & fager 2025 & 9, 2,24,130 & 3ifde 7St A Sea OPD JaT3ii o1 @1 I5/T1 2026 # +ff a8
TedT ST STRY T@T; S=at & 17,788 3R Bt & 17,564 AT A SciTsT Shed T | Ig ARTRh! & 1 sadt
SITRechdT 3R WA & ufa afeha a3 &t gufar g1

SR ST & gER, GDCH, SgaaTang = s+t Fafia Rifescdia raeRal & st sgar aarst & dfd ek
GRERTST o 1T oht TRTE-1 W JaTE UeH hl &1 39 Ul & dgd, HIaTsd scd il 3R 45 Aty Seat &uf &
ATEAH § 4,980 ¥ i AR —fSHH Siet & chal, Mefadt ATy, ot ofk faRiy a= enfiet §—aa Hg &
Qe i Site (ShifHT) FaTd Therargdes dgars T

I | gl 141 & o 39 Ugdt 3 Sidl & dhieal, Tefadt Afgarsit sk e oie Hagefiar @igl & forg wwfta S
3R gerrst gt fomar, |y gt Whor-smaRd sea dhul o RY feeai st @t +ff urafierar &1 s=ai F gg &
WY hl Grem & g, Tpat TRER & Hfiar &1 'fUe U fher Hidle' ok 'wiikigs arfer Si9 snyfAss Rars
SUER fau 7y, fSrad gial i SfHRAl ok Hg & ot 3 Ty THITS hl YT AhATH HHd gl Fhl|

fay ¥ w@reg fRaw & srawr R uefia @ ¥+ft FARar v, GDCH srergTeTs &l Hg & @y 9a1 89 | Th
AT 3meet (e Aiser) & wU & fid v &1

Link: https://www.hindi.awazthevoice.in/india-news/gujarat-s-gdch-ahmedabad-emerging-as-a-

shield-against-oral-cancer-85645.htmi
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